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166 MEDICAL PSYCHOLOGY. 

we shall not enter ; we have no doubt that the medical profession, for 
which they are especially intended, will peruse them with the deepest 
interest. Mr. Dunn's previously published papers on " The Unity of 
the Human Race," conceived frequently in a spirit which transgresses 
the bounds of proved inductive science, illustrate a phase of anthro- 
pological thought which we believe is rapidly passing away. We, 
however, commend the present little work to the attention of our 
readers as one which places the theories of the physiological school, 
in which Mr. Dunn is a teacher, in a pleasant and palatable form 
before the public. 



ON THE DISCOVERY OF SUPPOSED HUMAN REMAINS 
IN THE TOOL-BEARING DRIFT OF MOULIN-QUIGNON. 

By ALFRED TYLOR, Esq., F.G.S., F.L.S. 

A notice of the discovery of human remains in the celebrated gravel- 
pit of Moulin-Quignon, near Abbeville, appears in V Abbevillois of 
April 9th, 1863. The important details are as follows. At the end 
of last March a quarryman named Halatre, who was working in 
this quarry, brought M. Boucher de Perthes a shaped flint with a 
fragment of bone, both stated to have been found there. On clearing 
away the sand in which this fragment was imbedded, M. Boucher de 
Perthes found it to be a human molar much damaged. He imme- 
diately followed Halatre to Moulin-Quignon, verified the spot from 
which the hatchet and tooth had been taken, ascertained that the place 
was free from any infiltration or intrusion, and had the search con- 
tinued, but for that day without success. Feeling sure that some other 
remains of the body to which this molar had belonged ought to be 
found there, M. Boucher de Perthes charged the workmen not to dis- 
turb anything they might come upon during his absence, but to let 
him know if anything came to light, and on the 28th of March a 
quarryman named Vasseur came to tell him that something resembling 
a bone was to be seen in the bed of gravel. M. Boucher de Perthes 
went to the place, found the extremity of the bone enveloped in its 
matrix, visible to the extent of nearly an inch : the bone was carefully 
extracted whole by working round it with a pickaxe, and proved to 
be a human jaw, very much discoloured, but not injured by rolling. 
The jaw, on a cursory inspection, showed no marked deviation from 
the ordinary type, was light, and not converted into phosphate of 
lime. A few inches off was a flint hatchet, also imbedded in the 
gravel, whence M. Oswald Dimpre removed it, but not without 
having to use a pickaxe in this case also. All the spectators were 
struck with the perfect identity of the patina or coloured crust which 
covered not only the jaw and the flint axes, but also the rolled 
pebbles of the bed, and the colour of which, a brown approaching to 
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black, contrasted remarkably with the yellow tint of the gravel beds 
above and the grey of the underlying chalk. The jaw and the hatchets 
were about five yards below the surface, and close to the chalk. 

A few days later, however (on the 13th of April), Mr. Prestwich, 
Mr. Evans, and myself, visited M. Boucher de Perthes, and observed cir- 
cumstances which led us to fear that a deception had been practised 
by the quarrymen. It appeared to Mr. Evans, on inspection, that the 
axes had been artificially stained with the irony deposit of the gravel. 
The external surface of the flints bore evidently the marks of recent 
fractures, and were distinguishable also by their shape from the well 
known shapes of Amiens and Abbeville. On being put into water 
for a time the flint axes looked so much changed that it seemed 
likely that a good brushing would have brought the whole of the 
colour away, an opinion confirmed afterwards by experiment. More- 
over, the presence of certain flints lying on a heap in the quarry, 
which flints had evidently been practised upon, did not escape the ex- 
perienced eye of Mr. Evans. Mr. Prestwich's examination of the bone 
and teeth led him to suspend any opinion of the genuineness of the 
relics until he had made further investigations. 

M. Boucher de Perthes, however, took a different view of the 
matter. He said that he had extracted the jaw bone from the sub- 
stance of the bed itself, and that M. Dimpre had taken out the axe 
in the same way, in the presence of a number of spectators, and that 
they felt sure that the gravel had not been in any way disturbed. He 
had a high opinion of the two men, whom he considered to be persons 
of irreproachable character. 

In the Abbevillois Journal, for April 18th, there is a further account 
of M. Buteux and Mr. Brady, who have also found implements in the 
same bed. While residents, like M. Boucher de Perthes, have rarely 
found any object of interest, it seems strange that these gentlemen 
should have been so fortunate. 

On the other side of the question it is to be remarked that 
M. Boucher de Perthes has for many years offered large rewards 
for the discovery of fossil remains in the quaternary deposits, and 
that quarrymen have repeatedly brought him bones which they repre- 
sented to have been found in undisturbed drift, but which he found 
to be not genuine. There are, however, bone-bearing gravels not 
far from Abbeville. 

That the quarrymen of Abbeville and Amiens began to make sham 
drift implements, as soon as it paid them to do so, is well known, and 
the number of such imitations, which have been sold to unwary 
tourists, amount to thousands. The skill which these men have 
attained to in imitating the real drift implements is so great, that only 
the most experienced observers can be sure of their judgment, and, 
even then, have often to rely more upon the patina and the disco- 
loration of the surface of the flints than upon the shaping. At 
one locality the quarrymen offered Mr. Henry Christy, one of 
the best judges of stone implements in England, a basketful of flint 
axes, etc. He selected the few genuine ones, and gave a proper 
price for them, and offered a penny or twopence apiece for the counter- 
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feits. The men protested and pledged theiv honour, quite as ear- 
nestly as M. Boucher de Perthes' townsmen could have done, that the 
implements were all genuine, till Mr. Christy quietly suggested that 
the long winter evenings were just coming on, so that they would 
have plenty of time to make a fresh batch for the spring tourists. 
This was too much for them, and they let him take the false imple- 
ments away at his own price. 

Further investigations may possibly prove either that the bone is 
genuine, or not. At present the discovery cannot be accepted as 
proved, as there are such strong grounds for suspecting that years 
of practice in fabricating sham antiquities, with the additional stimu- 
lant of the reward offered by M. Boucher de Perthes, have at length 
enabled the quarrymen to put bones and implements into the gravel 
so skilfully as to deceive even the Patriarch of Primeval Archaeology 
himself. 

What we want to know is if the colour on the human jaw is merely 
a tint, or if it permeates the internal structure, and we may hope that 
this point may be soon settled. It would be well to ascertain the 
specific gravity of the jaw. It is possible that the human remains 
may have been obtained from the Roman cemetery at Amiens, or the 
Merovingian burying ground near Montreuil, from which numerous 
remains are on sale at Abbeville. The ramus of the Abbeville jaw is 
more oblique than ordinary, and is incurved, but such forms are not 
uncommon in Europe, although they may be characteristic of some 
Australian races. 

We should not expect the gravel of Abbeville to be favourable for 
the preservation of human remains that may have been imbedded in 
it. It contains no fine sands charged with mollusca in which delicate 
bones might be preserved. 

We saw the fragment of human jaw in the collection of the Mar- 
quis de Vitre ; but in this case also there is a difficulty, as the 
marquis had left the cave a few minutes previously to the discovery of 
the specimen. 



NOTICE OF A CASE OF MICRO-CEPHALY. 
By E. T. GORE, Esq., F.A.S.L., eic. 

I have much satisfaction in offering to the Anthropological Society 
a contribution towards the important objects for which it is instituted, 
and which presents some special points of interest on a subject com- 
paratively new in its scientific relations. Many of the members of 
the society are, I am aware, well acquainted with the valuable essay 
of Wagner on the subject ( Vorsludten, Th. 2), of micro-cephaly ; 
and, therefore, in describing the physical and mental conditions of the 



